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Anti-Donation Clause
Article IX, Section 14 of the Constitution of the State of New Mexico states the following:

“Neither the state nor any county, school district or municipality, except as otherwise provided in this constitution, shall directly or indirectly lend or pledge its credit or make any donation to or in aid of any person, association or public or private corporation or in aid of any private enterprise…”

This section is called the Anti-donation clause and is the foundation for the process established to approve purchases of certain items. Those items specifically include purchases of food and clothing. To ensure we are in compliance, SJC has an established process of approvals for purchasing food and clothing. 

Food Requests should be submitted in time to secure all approvals and complete the process before the event is scheduled. In filling out the form make sure you include a description of college purpose and benefit to the public. Signers include the Controller, who is looking at compliance with the Anti-donation clause, as well as budget availability. President Spencer also signs off on Food Requests as a mechanism for keeping informed of events hosted by the college. Food Request Forms are available from the Business Services Forms Library web site.
Clothing Requests should be completed prior to purchase, ensuring proper authority to expend public funds. Again, in filling out the form, include a statement regarding what will be purchased and the college benefit is required. Besides the usual department approvers, the Controller is also required to sign clothing requests. Completed Clothing Requests are sent back to the department purchasing the clothing and should be attached to the receipt of purchase and sent to Accounts Payable for processing.  Clothing Request Forms are available from the Business Services Forms Library web site.
Because these types of purchases are scrutinized for compliance with the Anti-donation clause, it is imperative that such purchases be approved before purchasing. If not, you may have to pay for the purchase out of your own pocket.

Questions regarding these types of purchases can be directed to the Accounts Payable Department.
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